EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

not until seventy years later that complete uniformity of
both colour and cut robbed the male of any possible
display of individuality in his choice of clothing.

It was, however; during the 'nineties that the standard
features of modern masculine dress were definitely estab-
lished, and cloth coats became a necessary feature of every-
day wear. Silks and satins were discarded as an effeminate
and unmanly habit, only fit for evening dress and Court
functions. This theory, which still obviously exists, can
quite definitely be dated from the French Revolution, and
though other countries clung for a few more years to the
more cheerful and colourful materials of an earlier decade,
France had definitely turned her back on all those things
that had helped the aristocrat to display his wealth in his
manner of dress.
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